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Minutes for the Meeting of the 
Monmouth County Transportation Council 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 
Monmouth County Planning Board 

1 E. Main Street 
Hall of Records Annex 

Freehold, New Jersey 07728 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER - 7:05 PM 

II. ATTENDANCE – ROLL CALL 

Members Present 
Garaguso, Anthony – Chair 
Vernick, Jeff – Vice Chair 

Nelson, Eric 
Ponzio, Nicholas

Staff Present 
Ettore, Joe 
Furmanec, Victor 
Nei, Michael  

Popovech, Michael 
Schmetterer, David 
Strang-Wolf, Robert

Members Excused 
Barrett, Betsy 
Lucarelli, Benjamin 

Van Nortwick, Peter 

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES 

Approval of the Council’s September 14, 2021, minutes was sought by Mr. Garaguso. Mr. Vernick motioned to accept 
the minutes, seconded by Mr. Garaguso, and then accepted unanimously by the Council with the exception of Mr. 
Nelson and Mr. Ponzio who abstained. 

IV. PRESENTATION 

- 5G and Connected Vehicle Technologies 

Dominic Macaluso, of the AT&T Connected Car-Advanced Solutions Team, gave a presentation on “Connected Car” 
technologies currently available in today’s passenger vehicles and long-term market trends. Currently AT&T partners 
with vehicle manufactures to provide internet connectivity for passenger vehicles. AT&T provides data service 
through their cellular network to vehicle owners, giving access to features such as remote vehicle diagnostics, over 
the air updates to car software, live traffic information, navigation, remote start/stop and lock/unlock capabilities, 
and vehicle Wi-Fi connectivity. Vehicles with these technologies are labeled as “Connected Cars” and are able to 
communicate bi-directionally with other systems outside the car. These vehicles have hardware such as a modem 
(3G,4G LTE, 5G), a “SIM” or “eSIM” card, an antenna to connect to the cellular network, a telematics control unit, an 
infotainment radio unit, and additional antennas to facilitate radio and Wi-Fi connectivity. 

In the next few years, 5G (fifth generation of cellular networks) modems will be included in “Connected Cars” to 
allow for faster vehicle to internet connections, as compared to 4G technology, allowing for the possibility of vehicle 
manufactures to include more data reliant features such as advanced driver assistance or driving automation, real-
time diagnostics, and Vehicle to Anything (V2X) connections. Ultimately 5G networks will allow for “Connected Cars” 
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to receive and transmit data at faster speeds, operate with less delay, be more reliable, and support more 
connections to internet enabled devices they would interact with. 5G modules in cars are currently expected to roll 
out as early as 2024. Council members asked the following questions: 

Q: When will 5G be accessible nationwide and what changes to network infrastructure will need to occur to 
facilitate greater access? 

A: 5G access nationwide is to be rolled out in the next few years.  

Q: Would 5G networks be able to support the bandwidth of data expected with this technological advancement? 
A: Yes, and this would be accomplished through use of the millimeter wave spectrum (mmWave) using a variety 

of high-capacity antennas to push data at faster speed and with lower latency, e.g., large antennas at sports 
stadiums. 

Q: Could traffic lights become obsolete due to the delimitation of Vehicle to Anything (V2X) connections? 
A: That would be possible with 5G technology given its high bandwidth capability. 

Q: Due to the complexity of the technology and its capabilities, will new regulations be required to keep in step 
with this type of advancement? 

A: Technology is a step ahead of general regulations, but AT&T is working on a case-by-case basis with local 
governments and municipalities to implement 5G and V2X solutions. 

Q: What resiliency measures are being planned now in the event these systems fail while they are in use? 
A: AT&T is taking steps to assure connected car technology is safe, secure, and resilient through their established 

safety systems and 10 years of market leading experience. Limiting vulnerabilities by running streamlined 
systems and limiting vendors decreases conflict points and possible network issues. 

- CR537 West Main Street Corridor Roadway Improvements 

Joseph Ettore and Robert Strang-Wolf, from the Monmouth County Division of Engineering, provided a presentation 
on planned roadway improvements along County Route 537 between Sentinel Road and U.S. Route 9 in Freehold, 
New Jersey. Mr. Ettore identified members of the project team from Monmouth County, the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation, the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority, and Hardesty & Hanover. Mr. Ettore then 
outlined the phases of development and the timeline of the project, from the concept development phase in 2011 
to final construction in 2025. Mr. Strang-Wolf walked through the layout of intersections, traffic and turn lanes, 
sidewalks, bus bump-outs, medians, stormwater management facilities, traffic control infrastructure, and driveway 
entrances. Right-of-way acquisition, including appraisals and negotiated settlements will need to occur in order to 
move forward with construction. Further details can be found at the project website 
www.cr537westmainstreet.com. 

Council members and staff participated in an open dialogue of the project details and planned improvements. 
Council members asked the following questions: 

Q: What is the plan for maintaining traffic during the construction phase? Will there be closures and detours? 
A: At least two lanes will be kept open along the corridor; no closures or detours are planned. 

Q: Will there be continuous sidewalk for the entirety of the corridor? 
A: Yes.  

Q: Why does the jug-handle at the intersection of Trotters Way and CR 537 need to be rebuilt? 
A: The current jug-handle does not meet current minimum design requirements. 

  

http://www.cr537westmainstreet.com/
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Q: Will the traffic signals along the corridor be interconnected? 
A: Yes. 

V. REPORTS OF STAFF 

- CMAQ Program 
For the Electric Vehicle Charger program, Mr. Popovech reported that there have been no updates to funding or 
preliminary site selection activities. He noted that Planning staff is in the process of focusing the list of potential sites 
for examination using spatial analysis, data enrichment and reduction, and location-based data. All sites are located 
on Monmouth County property and various departments and stakeholders will be involved as the effort progresses. 

- MCTC Newsletter Statistics 
Mr. Popovech gave an overview of the statistics relating to the MCTC newsletter that was sent out on October 5th. 
Of the 1,318 recipients, 393 individuals had opened the email and 29 were undelivered. Staff provided comparisons 
to previous newsletters and noted that these are positive changes. Staff informed the Council that suggestions of 
articles that are timely and relevant for future newsletters are always welcome. 

-NJTPA Subregional Studies Program 

Mr. Schmetterer informed the Council that Planning staff submitted an application for the NJTPA Subregional Studies 
Program for the FY2023-2024 grant period. Monmouth County has been selected to conduct a study on “Barriers to 
Mobility in Monmouth County” under the program. 

-NJ TRANSIT Solar Power Bus Shelter 

Mr. Vernick informed the Council about the recent installation of the first of solar panel equipped bus shelter for the 
NJ TRANSIT bus system. Solar panels provide electricity to a battery that powers lights and USB ports for mobile 
devices. Council members expressed interest in exploring the use of such shelters in Monmouth County after 
assessment of this initial NJ TRANSIT pilot application is complete.. 

-NJ TRANSIT Portal North Bridge 

Mr. Popovech informed Council members of the award of general construction for the Portal North Bridge Project 
at the October 12th NJ TRANSIT Board meeting.  

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment was received at this meeting. 

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mr. Garaguso announced that the next meeting of the Monmouth County Transportation Council will be held on 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 7:00 PM. The meeting will be held in person with a virtual option using Webex. 
Council members and members of the public will be provided with the Webex meeting information through the 
agenda notification system and email. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Following a motion to adjourn the meeting, made by Mr. Nelson and seconded by Mr. Ponzio, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:05 PM. 


